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echanism 80 is moved in an axial direction along the X axis such 



f that the second biasing meml\er 104 is no longer under tension, but 
\J\. of the pin 82 passes through the^ openings 120 and 122 of the guard 



the first biasing member 100 is\now under tension. The first end 90 



rail socket 40 and through the opening 124 in the side leg 64 of the 
channel 60. The first biasing memper 100 Is compressed between a 
first side 43 of the guard rail socket 40 and the pin 98. 



A paper entitled "Marked-up Version of the Replacement Paragraph(s)/Section(s) 
(37 C.F.R. 1.121(b)(1)(iii))" is attached hereto. 



IN THF C.\ AIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 




"^vtQ "V 1- (Amended) A scc^ffold system comprising at least one first support 



and at least one second support and at least one locking and securing device for 
removably securing and lockingUhe first support to the second support, the 
locking and securing device having a means for securing the first support to the 
second support, the securing means being movably attached to the first support 
and being movable between a secured position and an unsecured position with 
respect to the second support by using a force at a substantially coaxial center 
point of the securing means; and a means for locking the securing means to the 
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first support wlien the securind means is in tlie secured position in the second 
support, the locking means being\integrally formed with the securing means; 

the securing means and the locking means being rotatably moveable 
about a longitudinal axis extending through the securing means and being 
longitudinally moveable along the longitudinal axis thereby allowing the securing 
means to be moveable between tha secured position and the unsecured position 
and thereby allowing the locking meaps to be moveable between a locked position 
and an unlocked position. 




3. (Amended) The scaffold system of claim 2, wherein the securing pin 
is positioned at an angle with resptect to the first support. 




15. (Amended) The scaffold system of claim 14, wherein the second 
support defines an engagement member for engagement with the locking means 
when the locking means is in the locked position. 



21. (Amended) A scaffold system comprising at least one first support 



and at least one second support and, at least one locking and securing device for 



rj[^^ removably securing and locking the\ first support to the second support, the 
locking and securing device having a rineans for securing the first support to the 
second support, the securing means beihg movably attached to the first support 
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d being movable between a\ secured position and an unsecured position with 
respect to the second support Iby using a force at a substantially coaxial center 
point of the securing means; arid a means for loclcing the securing means to the 
first support when the securinglmeans is in the secured position in the second 
support, the locking means being untegrally formed with the securing means; 

the securing means and the locking means being rotatably moveable 
about a longitudinal axis extending through the securing means and being 
longitudinally moveable along the longitudinal axis thereby allowing the securing 
means to be moveable between the secured position and the unsecured position 
and thereby allowing the locking means to be moveable between a locked position 
and an unlocked position; \ 

wherein the second support includes at least one opening for 
receiving the securing means when the securing means is in the secured position; 

wherein the first support includes a channel member for receiving a 
portion of the second support when the first support is secured to the second 
support; \ 

wherein the channel member defines at least one opening for 
receiving a portion of the securing means; \ 

further including at least one guiae rail socket for receiving one end of 
a guide rati, the guide rail socket being adjacent and substantially parallel to the 
channel member; and \ 
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wherein the guide irail socket defines first and second openings that 
are in opposing sides of the guiqe rail socl<et for receiving a portion of the securing 
means. 




22. (Amended) A scaffqid system comprising at least one first support 
and at least one second support and at least one locking and securing device for 
removably securing and locking the first support to the second support, the 
locking and securing device comorising a securing mechanism, the securing 
mechanism including a longitudinally extending securing pin and a handle 
positioned in a spaced apart and substantially coaxial centered relationship with 
respect to the securing pin, the securing mechanism further including a locking 
member positioned adjacent the handily in a spaced apart relationship to the 
securing pin; 

the securing pin being moveable between a secured position and an 
unsecured position and the locking member being moveable between a locked 
position and an unlocked position. 



30. (Amended) The scaffolm system of claim 29, wherein the securing 
mechanism further includes a second Djasing member coaxially positioned on one 
end of the securing pin in a spaced apl^rt relationship to the first biasing spring 
member. 
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34. (Amended) A scaffold system comprising at least one first support 
d at least one second support anck a locking and securing device for removably 
securing the first support to the second support, the locking and securing device 
comprising an engagement member ana a securing mechanism having a securing 
pin extending in an axial direction through the engagement member, 

the securing pin having a\radially extending opening extending 
therethrough for receiving a rivet pin, 

a first biasing member coaxiaNly positioned on the securing pin 
between the rivet pin and a first end of the securing pin, 

a second biasing member coaxialW positioned on the securing pin 
between the rivet pin and a second end of the securing pin, 

a handle operatively connected to tha second end of the securing pin 
and in a substantially coaxial centered relationship with respect to the securing 
pin, and, 

a locking member integrally formed with the handle. 




Please add the following neOv claims 



41. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 2, wherein the handle is in 
a plane extending through a line defined by a Y axis and the securing pin is in a 
plane extending through a line defiried by an X axis, the securing pin and handle 
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eing in the same plane as defined by the X and Y axes; the securing pin also 
being in a spaced apart and parallel relationship with an extending section of the 
locking member which is also inia plane defined by the X axis. 

42. {New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 41, further including an 
engaging means in a spaced apart relationship to the handle, the engaging means 
being in a plane extending through a line defined by a Z axis in a direction away 
from the X axis, wherein the Z axis is perpendicular to both the X and Y axes such 
that a distal end extends from the engaging means in a direction toward the 
handle whereby the distal end is lin a second plane extending through a line 
defined by a second Y axis. \ 

43. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 22, wherein the handle is 
in a plane extending through a line defimed by a Y axis and the securing pin is in a 
plane extending through a line defined by an X axis, the securing pin and handle 
being in the same plane as defined by rhe X and Y axes; the securing pin also 
being in a spaced apart and parallel relationship with an extending section of the 
locking member which is also in a plane defwied by the X axis. 

44. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 43, further including an 
engaging means in a spaced apart relationshipUo the handle, the engaging means 
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eing in a plane extending throligh a line defined by a Z axis in a direction away 
from the X axis, wherein the Z axis is perpendicular to both the X and Y axes such 
that a distal end extends fromlthe engaging means in a direction toward the 
handle whereby the distal end is in a second plane extending through a line 
defined by a second Y axis. 1 

45. (New Claim) The scaffpid system of claim 34, wherein the handle is in 
a plane extending through a line defined by a Y axis and the securing pin is in a 
plane extending through a line defimed by an X axis, the securing pin and handle 
being in the same plane as defined! by the X and Y axes; the securing pin also 
being in a spaced apart and parallel irelationship with an extending section of the 
locking member which is also in a plame defined by the X axis. 

46. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 45, further including an 
engaging means in a spaced apart relationship to the handle, the engaging means 
being in plane extending through a line defined by a Z axis in a direction away 
from the X axis, wherein the Z axis is perpendicular to both the X and Y axes such 
that a distal end extends from the engaging means in a direction toward the 
handle whereby the distal end is in a Isecond plane extending through a line 
defined by a second Y axis. \ 
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47. (New Claim) The jscaffold system of claim 21, wherein the securing 
means includes a securing pin and a handle positioned in a spaced apart 
relationship to and at substantially the center point of the securing pin. 



48. (New Claim) The sdaffold system of claim 47, wherein the securing 



pin is positioned at an angle with respect to the first support. 



49. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 47, wherein the handle Is 
integrally formed with the locking m^ns. 

50. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 47, wherein the locking 
means includes an engaging means for engagement with the first support when 
the locking means is in the locked position. 



51, (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 50, wherein the first 
support is operatively connected to an engagement means for engagement with 
the engaging means of the locking means. \ 



52. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 51, wherein the securing 
means is positioned at an angle with respect to the engagement means and 
extends through an opening in the engagement means. 

10 



01238 



53. (New Claim) Thel scaffold system of claim 22, wherein the securing 
means further includes at least\one biasing means for holding the securing means 
in the secured position. 

54. {New Claim) The siaffold system of claim 53, wherein the securing 
means further includes a second} biasing means for holding the locking means in 
the locked position. 

55. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 54, wherein the first 
biasing means and the second bfjasing means are coaxially positioned on the 
securing means. 

56. (New Claim) The scaffo'Jd system of claim 55, wherein the first and 
second biasing means are spaced apaljt from one another by a rivet pin extending 
radially through the securing means. 

57. (New Claim) The scaffold s'jfstem of claim 48, wherein the rivet pin is 
positioned in the securing pin at substgjntially a midpoint along a longitudinal 
length of the securing means. 
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58. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 47, wherein the handle 
and the securing pin are at an angle with respect to each other and are In the 
same plane with respect to each other. 



59. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 58, wherein the locking 
means includes an engaging means vwhich is in a spaced apart relationship to the 
handle and is positioned at an angle! to the handle, the engaging means and the 
handle each defining planes that are perpendicular to each other. 

60. (New Claim) The scaffolol system of claim 59, wherein the second 
support defines an engagement membe/i for engagement with the locking means 
when the locking means is in the locked position. 

61. (New Claim} The scaffold! system of claim 60, wherein the 
engagement member is operatively connectep to the first support. 

62. (New Claim) The scaffold systerip of claim 1, wherein the securing 
means has no threaded portion. 



63. (New Claim) The scaffold system of ^laim 1 , wherein the locking means 
has no threaded portion. 
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64. (New Claim) Trie scaffold system of claim 1, wherein the securing and 
the locking means are securea by being rotated about one half turn. 



65. (New Claim) The \ scaffold system of claim 1, wherein the securing 
means and the locking means are secured by being rotated about 160" to about 180*. 

66. (New Claim) The so^affold system of claim 21, wherein the securing 
means has no threaded portion. 

67. (New Claim) The scafi^old system of claim 21, wherein the locking 
means has no threaded portion. 

68. (New Claim) The scaffold\ system of claim 21, wherein the securing and 
the locking means are secured by being notated about one half turn. 

69. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 21, wherein the securing 
means and the locking means are secured by being rotated about 160' to about 180°. 



70. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 22, wherein the securing 
mechanism has no threaded portion. 
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71. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 22, wherein the securing 
mechanism is secured by being rotated about one half turn. 

72. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 22, wherein the securing 
mechanism is secured by being rotatea about 160" to about 180°. 

73. (New Claim) The scaffola system of claim 34, wherein the securing 
mechanism has no threaded portion. \ 

74. (New Claim) The scaffold system of claim 34, wherein the securing 
mechanism is secured by being rotated about one half turn. 

75. (New Claim) The scaffold systtem of claim 34, wherein the securing 
mechanism is secured by being rotated about a 60° to about 180°. 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.121(c)(1)(ii), a paper entitled "Marked-up Version of the 
Amended Claim(s) (37 C.F.R. 1.121(c)(1)(ii))'' is attached hereto. 
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